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STEFANI PENTIUK
TREVAN THOMPSON

SEPTEMBER 10, 2016

Marrying her fi ancé, Trevan Thompson, in her hometown 
of Leland was going to be a dream come true for Stefani 
Pentiuk, who had received a life-saving heart transplant at age 
8, followed by a kidney transplant and years of ongoing health 
complications. Most recently, acute pancreatitis sent her back 
to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, where she had 
received her heart transplant so many years ago. With Stefani 
lying in a hospital bed there in August, no one knew if the 
September wedding would even happen. (For the full story 
on Stefani and Trevan’s incredible journey to the altar, go to 
MyNorth.com/Stefani). 

But the tough, life-embracing young woman, who has stolen 
the heart of anyone who knows her story, recovered in time 
for her big day. Gale force winds and a torrential downpour 
in the morning threatened to ruin the day. But Stefani’s 
optimism never wavered. The couple was determined to 
exchange vows on top of Whaleback Natural Area, part of the 
Leelanau Conservancy, in what they called the perfect spot. 
The bride’s father, Perry Pentiuk, is a Realtor and consequently 
knew the owners of the private property, who were more 
than willing to lend their land to the festivities. Despite the 
inclement weather, the couple waited patiently, and just before 
the scheduled ceremony, there was a miraculous break in the 
rain. Over 150 guests walked down a picturesque path onto 
an open green space overlooking an incredible view of Lake 
Michigan. The wedding guests included all four of Stefani’s 
doctors from the Mayo Clinic, who were able to witness the 
wedding celebration of the little girl they had saved 17 years 
earlier. During the ceremony, the couple took their individual 
collections of Leland blue stones (a fun, but competitive hobby 
they share) and combined them in a symbolic, Michigan 
version of mixing sand. 

The Leland Lodge provided the perfect venue for the 
celebration afterward with many of Stefani and Trevan’s out-
of-town guests able to stay in the renovated Lodge’s rooms and 
guest cottages. The classic sophistication of the Leland Room 
offered wedding revelers an elegant banquet space and dance 
fl oor as well as access to the intimate, lush courtyard. The couple 
chose to showcase the Lodge’s renowned food offerings with a 
fun strolling buffet featuring bride and groom favorites: sliders, 
grilled cheese, macaroni, seafood and salad set up at different 
stations. Dessert included an ice cream station with Chef Tyler’s 
famous chocolate chip cookies.  Katelyn VanVreede, Leland 
Lodge’s Event Coordinator, remembers the couple’s special day as 
storybook-perfect symbolized, in part, by a framed image behind 
the couple’s chairs that read, “You have my heart.” 
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Stefani & Trevan

The bride’s nieces: Piper (3) and Lilly (4) led the wedding processional 
with fun yellow balloons.  In a nod to Stefani’s Danish roots, a bridesmaid 
gifted the wedding party with glasses engraved with the Danish word, 
Skal, or “cheers.” Hair styled by Heather Cook, Studio 22 in Leland.
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Opposite: Growing up in Leland, Stefani spent countless hours in the 
quintessential Fishtown harbor working in the Dam Candy Store and 
Carlson’s Fishery. Showcasing a whimsical, beachy theme, the bride 
wanted her wedding to incorporate what she calls the essence of Leland. 
One of the most memorable parts of the day was having photos taken 
on the iconic Fishtown tugboat aptly named “Joy.” Last minute dress 

alterations were done by Coco Sews in Leland. Flower arrangements 
by Shirley Cook (Trevan’s aunt) from The Flower Haus in Marshall, 
Michigan, highlighted Stefani’s favorite: the yellow billy ball, which dries 
just as bright and “happy” as when it is fresh. The yellow and green of 
the bouquets and the gray of the bridesmaid dresses blended in perfectly 
with the colors of the boat, said Stefani. 

Joyful ...  



Event Planning Manager
Katelyn VanVreede

Reception Capacity
200

Accomodations
18 rooms, 3 cottages

Venue Spaces
4

565 Pearl St.

Leland , MI 49654

231-256-9848

lelandlodge.com

The Leland Lodge

Exceptional Events
Whether your plans are casual or a little more formal, The Leland Lodge offers 

the perfect venue to create unforgettable memories! With our spacious banquet 

room and exceptional staff, we make any meeting, cocktail party, or reception 

full of lasting memories. Accommodating up to 200+ people, our banquet venue 

offers space for black tie affairs to casual BBQ’s. Our exquisitely landscaped 

courtyard is a great setting for a reception, cocktail hour, or ceremony.

The Leland Lodge is the number one wedding venue on 
the peninsula boasting an unsurpassed setting and amazing 
food fare. Bogey’s 19th hole is an on-site upscale casual res-
taurant, and “The Wine Cellar”, is a private event space, for 
rehearsal dinner’s. Our culinary team can produce diverse 
selections of food to meet your every desire.

Nestled on the beautiful Leelanau peninsula, The  
Leland Lodge offers an uncompromising standard of  
hospitality. Upon your arrival you will find an irresistible 
blend of Northern Michigan lodge with the tranquility  
of a small historical town that is only blocks away from 
Fishtown and Lake Michigan.

AccomodationsCateringWedding Notebook
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565 E. Pearl St.,Leland 
231.256.9848 

Lelandlodge.com

Make Your 
Wedding Uniquely 

Leland

Whether your 
wedding dreams 
are formal or a little 
more casual, the 
Leland Lodge 
offers the perfect 
venue to begin your 
life together.
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